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Joint Statement on Inaugural India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue
(11 September 2021, New Delhi)
September 11, 2021

1. India’s Minister of Defence, Shri Rajnath Singh, and Minister of External Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar,
welcomed Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister for Women, Senator the Hon Marise Payne, and
Minister for Defence, the Hon Peter Dutton MP, to New Delhi for the first India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue. 

2. Both sides welcomed the elevation of the India-Australia relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP) during the Leaders’ Virtual Summit held in June 2020 and noted with satisfaction the
progress made in deepening bilateral cooperation in political, economic, security and defence related
matters. 

3. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to fully implement the CSP based on mutual trust and
understanding, common interests and shared values of democracy and rule of law. They reiterated the
importance of advancing their shared objective of an open, free, prosperous and rules-based Indo-Pacific
region, in line with India's increasing engagement in the Indo-Pacific region through the Indo-Pacific
Oceans’ Initiative and Australia's Indo-Pacific approach and Pacific Step-Up. 

4. To further realize the full potential of the India-Australia CSP, the Ministers underscored the intention to
expand cooperation under the 2+2 framework and to meet at least once in every two years to maintain
the momentum. 

Co-operation during the COVID-19 Pandemic

5. Ministers welcomed cooperation and coordination between India and Australia in confronting the
challenges emerging from the COVID-19 pandemic in both countries and beyond. They reiterated their
resolve to strengthen cooperation to promote fair, timely and equitable access to high quality, safe,
effective and affordable COVID-19 vaccines, treatments and critical medical supplies globally including

Sitemap Contact Feedback Intranet
Media Login

Skip to main content Screen Reader Access
A- A
A+  

Search

English

https://mea.gov.in/index.htm
https://mea.gov.in/sitemap.htm
https://mea.gov.in/contact-tele-inquiry.htm
https://mea.gov.in/feedback.htm
http://mea.gov.in/ifsonline.aspx
https://meacms.mea.gov.in/medialogin.aspx
https://mea.gov.in/screen-reader-access.htm
https://mea.gov.in/index.htm


9/30/21, 4:59 PM Joint Statement on Inaugural India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue (11 September 2021, New Delhi)

https://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/34250/joint+statement+on+inaugural+indiaaustralia+22+ministerial+dialogue+11+september+2021+new+delhi 2/6

through COVAX. Welcoming India’s Vaccine Maitri initiative, the Ministers agreed to deepen cooperation in
vaccine manufacturing, including under the Quad framework, to deliver high quality vaccine to Indo-
Pacific partners. Ministers acknowledged that vaccination remains our pathway out of the pandemic. 

6. The Ministers also noted with appreciation that Australian and Indian researchers are working together
to advance COVID-19 screening and study the future health effects of the virus through projects funded
by the Australia-India Strategic Research Fund. Ministers reinforced the importance of ongoing global
collaboration to prevent and respond to infectious disease outbreaks to reduce the risk of future
pandemics. 

7. Ministers reaffirmed the importance of enhancing supply chain resilience and agreed to work together
through multilateral, regional and plurilateral mechanisms to strengthen and diversify supply chains for
critical health, technology and other goods and services. In this context, they welcomed the launch of the
Supply Chain Resilience Initiative by the Trade Ministers of India, Australia and Japan. The Ministers
reiterated support to global economic recovery, including in India and Australia, to emerge more resilient
in the aftermath of the pandemic. They also underscored the importance of promoting economic
openness and opposing coercive economic practices which undermine the rules based trading system. 

8. The Ministers expressed appreciation for the repatriation of stranded Indian and Australian nationals
from both countries during the pandemic and both sides agreed to explore ways to progressively resume
regular, more predictable travel arrangements. 

Shared Vision for the Indo-Pacific, Regional and Multilateral Cooperation 

9. Keeping in view the growing maritime challenges, the Ministers agreed to continue boosting
cooperation in the maritime domain, as encapsulated in the Joint Declaration on a Shared Vision for
Maritime Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, adopted in June 2020. The enhanced arrangements would
facilitate deeper engagement between both countries, including maritime domain awareness, and expand
linkages between maritime agencies, build on existing commitments to combat challenges such as marine
litter and single-use plastic waste, and target Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. They
agreed to work together to support the health and sustainability of oceans and water resources, including
through regional institutions. Australia expressed support for India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans’ Initiative, which
will promote better coordination and cooperation to ensure security and growth for all in the region. The
Ministers welcomed the presence of a Liaison Officer from Australia at the Information Fusion Centre –
Indian Ocean Region near New Delhi. 

10. The Ministers reiterated their commitment to maintaining a free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-
Pacific region to support the freedom of navigation, over-flight and peaceful and unimpeded commerce
by adherence of all nations to international law including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and peaceful resolution of disputes. They also emphasized that the Code of Conduct in the
South China Sea should be fully consistent with international law, particularly UNCLOS, not prejudice the
legitimate rights and interests of any nation in accordance with international law and reinforce existing
inclusive regional architecture. 

11. Both sides reaffirmed the commitment to supporting a strong, resilient and inclusive regional
architecture, with ASEAN at its centre. Both countries agreed to continue to work with the East Asia
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Summit, as the premier forum for leaders’ discussion on strategic issues in the region, in addition to other
ASEAN-led institutions, like the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus, as well as through the Indian
Ocean Naval Symposium and the Indian Ocean Rim Association, to realize our long-term objectives for the
region. Both sides committed to continue to work through plurilateral and trilateral mechanisms.
Ministers welcomed the Indo-Pacific Strategy of the European Union. 

12. Both sides reaffirmed their commitment to quadrilateral cooperation between Australia, India, Japan
and the United States. The Quad has a shared vision for an Indo-Pacific region that is free, open,
prosperous and inclusive, and based on respect for international law. The Ministers welcomed the
convening of the First Quad Virtual Leaders’ Summit in March 2021 and the Third Quad Foreign Ministers'
Virtual Meeting in February 2021. They appreciated the positive agenda aimed at promoting practical
cooperation in COVID-19 vaccines, maritime security, climate change, humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief, connectivity and infrastructure, counter-terrorism, and critical and emerging technologies.
The Ministers looked forward to continuing regular consultations under the Quad framework. 

13. Ministers committed to enhance collaboration on climate change and energy security to support the
global response to climate change, protect biodiversity and prevent environmental degradation. They
recommitted to the full implementation of the Paris Agreement, to work towards a successful COP26 and
re-affirmed their determination to reach a targeted and ambitious Post 2020 Global Biodiversity
Framework at COP15 to the Convention on Biological Diversity. Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to
the India-led International Solar Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).
They looked forward to deepening engagement in the Pacific through Australia’s support of AUD 1 million
to the ISA and AUD 10 million to the CDRI. They also discussed exploring further collaboration in research
and investments in low emissions technologies, which are going to be critical to reducing global
greenhouse gas emissions, while ensuring economic growth and a clean energy future. 

14. Ministers underscored their deep concerns regarding the developments in Myanmar, and its impact
on regional stability. They reiterated their call to cease violence, restore democracy, to release all political
detainees and engage in dialogue. They welcomed the appointment of the Special Envoy of ASEAN Chair
on Myanmar and expressed their support to the ASEAN process. The two sides also reiterated their
commitment to Myanmar in addressing the COVID-19 pandemic, including through the ASEAN
Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre). 

15. Australia congratulated India for its non-permanent membership of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) for the term 2021-2022 and welcomed India’s Presidency initiatives focused on maritime
security, technology and peacekeeping and counter-terrorism. Australia reaffirmed its support to India's
candidacy for permanent membership of the UNSC and in reforming International Organizations to make
them more accountable and transparent. 

16. Ministers also expressed deep concern about the situation in Afghanistan. Ministers called for the
Taliban to guarantee safe passage for foreign nationals and Afghans wanting to leave the country. They
reiterated calls on those in positions of power and authority across Afghanistan to adhere to
counterterrorism commitments and human rights, in accordance with UNSCR 2593. They noted reports of
a rapid roll-back on women and girls’ rights and access to services and public spaces, as well as targeted
violence against women’s rights defenders. In this regard, the Ministers reiterated their call for protection
of rights of women and children and their full participation in public life. Ministers agreed that a broad-
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based and inclusive government is necessary for long term peace and stability in Afghanistan. Ministers
also agreed to remain alert to the broader repercussions of the developments in Afghanistan for the
ongoing terrorist threats around the world, and in our region. 

Strengthening India-Australia Bilateral Cooperation

17. The Ministers welcomed the progress made in further broadening and deepening bilateral India-
Australia cooperation in line with the Joint Statement on a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between
India and Australia of June 2020. 

18. India and Australia reiterated the importance of the defence relationship, a core pillar of the
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. India and Australia acknowledged the increased defence
cooperation between both countries and discussed initiatives to enhance defence engagements. Both
sides welcomed the success of the recently concluded Exercise Malabar Phase I. The Ministers welcomed
the continued participation of Australia in Exercise Malabar. Australia invited India to participate in future
Talisman Sabre exercises, to empower operational compatibility between their defence services. 

19. Ministers committed to operational logistics support while exploring longer term reciprocal
arrangements. Ministers agreed to reinforce each other’s maritime domain awareness through
information sharing and practical cooperation. Ministers expressed desire to do more across the maritime
domain and maximize resources to ensure free and open critical maritime corridors in the Indo-Pacific. 

20. Ministers reviewed the strategic challenges and the regional security situation. They affirmed their
commitment to keep the seas, space and airways free and open; to keep nations secure from terrorism
and piracy; to ensure that global cyberspace is free from disruption, and to ensure access to and
responsible use of global commons. 

21. Both countries endeavor to increase cooperation in various defence technologies and continue the
dialogue between the Defence Research & Development Organization of India and Defence Science &
Technology Group of Australia. 

22. Both countries also agreed to explore areas of cooperation in the area of defence industries including
Unmanned Vehicles and other niche technologies. 

23. Recognizing cooperation on cyber security, innovation, digital economy, cyber and critical technologies
as an essential pillar of the India-Australia relationship, Ministers reiterated the importance of working
together in these areas, as identified by the Framework Arrangement on Cyber and Cyber-Enabled Critical
Technology Cooperation between India and Australia. They underscored the importance of a cyberspace
that is open, secure, free, accessible and stable, adheres with international law, and maximizes
opportunities for economic growth. They emphasized the role secure, resilient and trusted technology
plays in enhancing national security, driving economic growth, and fostering international security and
stability. They welcomed the fourth Australia-India Cyber Policy Dialogue, held on 6 July 2021, and the
inaugural Joint Working Group on Cyber Security Cooperation, held on 10 June 2021, as well as the recent
interaction between Secretaries responsible for telecommunications from both countries. The Ministers
agreed to continue to work closely with each other and extend mutual cooperation in the upcoming
multilateral meetings related meetings related to cyberspace and cybercrime, as well as discuss security
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of telecommunications networks including 5G. They looked forward to convening of the India-Australia
Foreign Ministers Cyber Framework Dialogue at an early date. 

24. The Ministers welcomed the ongoing and proposed cooperation between the Indian Space Research
Organization and the Australian Space Agency and the signing of the amendment to the 2012 MoU
between the two countries on Space Cooperation in Civil Space Science, Technology and Education on 17
February 2021. 

25. The Ministers welcomed strengthened cooperation on critical minerals. They welcomed holding of the
second meeting of the Joint Working Group on Critical Minerals on 10 September 2021, and progress
against the Implementation Plan, including technical exchanges between research and scientific
organizations, publication of the India and Australia demand and supply study, and a bilateral business
and investment roundtable. 

26. The Ministers noted with satisfaction the conclusion of the Bilateral Dialogue on Disarmament, Non-
Proliferation and Export Control on 31 March 2021 and reiterated their support for advancing bilateral
civil nuclear cooperation and their commitment to further strengthen global non-proliferation objectives.
Australia expressed its strong support for India's membership of the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG). 

27. The Ministers also welcomed the 12th Joint Working Group Meeting on Counter Terrorism on 17
December 2020, underlining their commitment to combat terrorism. They strongly condemned terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations, whenever, wherever, and by whom-so-ever committed and the use of
terrorist proxies for cross-border terrorism. The Ministers underlined the urgent need for all countries to
take immediate, sustained, verifiable and irreversible action to ensure that no territory under their control
is used for terrorist attacks and to expeditiously bring to justice the perpetrators of such attacks. Australia
reiterated its condemnation of terrorist attacks in India, including 26/11 Mumbai, Pathankot and Pulwama
attacks, and reiterated its support for the people and the Government of India in the fight against
terrorism. They agreed to continue cooperation in the sphere of counter-terrorism including countering
radicalization and violent extremism, combating financing of terrorism, preventing exploitation of the
internet for terrorism and violent extremism, strengthening law enforcement cooperation, information
sharing, and capacity building. The two sides also reiterated their commitment to furthering cooperation
in counter-terrorism in multilateral fora such as the UN, G20, GCTF, ARF, IORA and FATF, as well as in Quad
consultations. 

28. They also reaffirmed their support for the early finalization and adoption of a UN Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism that will advance and strengthen the framework for global
cooperation and reinforce the message that no cause or grievance justifies terrorism. 

29. The Ministers committed to deepening Australia and India’s economic relationship under the CSP. The
Ministers appreciated the renewed commitment and progress made by both sides to achieve an early
harvest announcement by December 2021 on an interim agreement to liberalize and deepen bilateral
trade in goods and services, and pave the way for an early conclusion of a bilateral Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement. The Ministers looked forward to a balanced trade agreement that
encourages expanded trade and investment flows to the benefit of the economies and peoples of both
countries. 
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30. The Ministers also underscored the importance of an early resolution of the issue of taxation of
offshore income of Indian firms under the India-Australia Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement. 

31. The Ministers welcomed ongoing discussions in the areas of vocational education and training and skill
development. 

Strengthening People-to-People Ties

32. The Ministers recognised the important role of people-to-people linkages in strengthening the bilateral
relationship and economic ties. Both sides looked forward to the early conclusion of the Migration and
Mobility Partnership Arrangement. 

33. The Ministers welcomed the successful conclusion of the first India-Australia Circular Economy
Hackathon in February 2021, and agreed to organise similar events in future to promote exchange of
innovative ideas to address emerging challenges. 

34. The Ministers welcomed that a large number of Indian students choose to study in Australia and act as
a bridge between the two countries. They reiterated the importance of expanding educational ties for
fostering entrepreneurship and scientific innovation. In this context, Australia welcomed India’s National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 which paves the way for boosting collaboration between academic
institutions of both countries. The Ministers looked forward to further discussions to advance India-
Australia partnership in the area of education. 

35. Both sides look forward to holding the next 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue in 2023. 

 New Delhi
September 11, 2021

 Comments

Terms & Conditions Privacy Policy Copyright Policy Hyperlinking Policy Accessibility Statement Help

http://validator.w3.org/check?uri=referer
http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/check/referer?profile=css3
https://mea.gov.in/terms-conditions-mea.htm
https://mea.gov.in/privacy-policy-mea.htm
https://mea.gov.in/copyright-policy-mea.htm
https://mea.gov.in/hyperlinking-policy-mea.htm
https://mea.gov.in/accessibility-statement-mea.htm
https://mea.gov.in/help-mea.htm

